immediate confideration ; fourth, by the difculfion I propofe, the 
ufeful or imperfect parts will be more immediately exhibited, and 
the mifapplication of the old mode will be detected : hoping that 
this fyftem, to its extent , will meet the moft candid and liberal in- 
veftigation, and be deliberately confidered and compared with the 
old practice for the various canals in contemplation, or which 
may hereafter be conftru&ed. 

I remain, with all poffible refpeft, 

Gentlemen, 

Your moft obedient, 

ROBERT FULTON. 

London , March i, 1796. 
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PREFACE. 


T HE fear of meeting the oppolition of envy, or the 
illiberality of ignorance, is, no doubt, the frequent 
caufe of preventing many ingenious men uihering opinions 
into the world, which may deviate from the common 
practice. Hence, for want of energy, the young idea is 
lhackeled with timidity, and a ufeful thought is buried in 
the impenetrable gloom of eternal oblivion. 

1 

But if we confider for a moment, how much men are the 
fons of habit, we fhall find, that almoft the whole opera- 
tions of fociety are the produce of accident, and a com- 
bination of events, rendered familiar by cuftom, and inter- 
woven into the fenfes by time ; infomuch, that it is mere 
chance if the ideas are awakened to a fenfe of particular 
errors. But in fuch cafe it is fortunate, when they arife in 
a mind a£tive to inveftigate, and which feels only contented 
to reft on the balls of reafon ; for without this, man mult 
ever remain in a fixed point, and improvement will be at 
an end: the adventurer mult therefore arm himfelf with 

b forti- 


